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TAMBASCO: Today is October 22". I’m Mike Tambasco with the 
World Trade Center Task Force, conducting an interview into the events of September 
11" at the World Trade Center. Interview time is beginning at 8:08, and our interview 
today is with... 

ROLAND DIAZ: Roland Diaz Junior. 

Q: Roland, tell us your story. 

A: I remember on September 11", I was going to post when I got a call for a 
plane that hit the World Trade Center. Me and my partner started heading down there. 

Q: Who was your partner that day? 

A: Chris Attanasio. We started heading down there towards Manhattan. We 
were at the Bruckner Interchange when I saw the second plane hit the second tower. So, 
we’re rushing down there, we’re fighting traffic. We go on the FDR, we get off. We got 


there between 10-15 minutes. We started pulling up on Church Street. 


Q: Do you remember Church and what? 

A Church and Vessey. 

Q: Great, 

A That was the staging when we first got there. On our approach we saw 


bodies on the floor. We go talk to the commander. The commander tells us to start 
setting up, start heading in. As we started getting on our gear, the Lieutenant came out 
and told us that they’re changing staging to West and Vessey. So we pull to West and 


Vessey. We get our stretcher out. We’re getting our gear. We go down and start walking 
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towards the building. There was so many people there, everybody was running around. 
It was more a thing of people running around like a chicken without a head. So before I 
started to go, I had this need to call my Dad. When I picked up the phone to call my Dad 
to tell him bye, I was in building.... 

Q: The North Building is One, the South Building is Two. 

A: No, I was in building Five. I went into the entrance, they also had another 
triage set up in there. I pick up the pay phone, call my dad, I finally get in touch with my 
Dad. People start running, yelling another plane hit the building. So, one side of the 
building was all glass, when I looked at it, my first reaction was to run down into the 
basement. But then in my head I said, that would have been the wrong thing, I would 
have been stuck down there. So I start running towards West Street within the building, 
so I guess I’m running West. I found an exit. Once I stepped out the exit, a cloud of 
smoke with debris, the minute I stepped out, overtook me. It was so much debris that if 
you put your hand in front of your face, you couldn’t see it. I started coughing. At the 
same time, I’m still trying to get to West Street, away from the tragedy. Me and my 
partner, we meet up. This gentleman from OME, Operations Emergency Management... 

Q: OEM. 

A: Yeah, OEM for New York City comes up to me and my partner. He says 
my Lieutenant is still in there, I need somebody to take us. So me and my partner, 


adrenaline is still rushing, we go to the ambulance, which is full of debris. At that time 
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everybody is running in all directions cause they didn’t know what was going on. All 
they knew was somebody yelled that second plane hit the building, and later they realized 
that the building collapsed. So we run back to the bus. Luckily the bus starts. The guy 
from Emergency Management jumped in the bus, we started heading back towards tower 
one. We opened up the doors. We got as close as possible. A fireman came up to us, he 
had lacerations to his face, he had burns, he had respiratory problems. Another 
gentleman came up to us, he had a pacemaker and he had chest pains. A handicapped 
woman, on TV they mentioned, not everyone had seen it about this guy who said he was 
helping this lady down the stairs who was handicapped, brought her down into the lobby, 
didn’t know what happened to her, and was wondering if she was alive. I happened to 
be, me and partner, the ambulance that picked her up. Everybody ran to us. We put on 
our masks cause we kept breathing in, breathing in. We transported at least 6 to 7 people. 
Cause everybody ran in, we closed the doors, and we took them to, I think it’s Cabrini 
Hospital. The one thing that I really remember. When we pulled up it was a ghost town. 
All you saw was dust. The building wasn’t there anymore. Everybody’s running in 
different directions. Everybody’s trying to find each other. After that, my partner and I 
talked and listened to other peoples’ stories, and basically that’s it. 

Q: So you were already en route to the hospital when the second building 
came down then? 


A: Yeah, I was there when the first building collapsed. 
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Q: Well, is there anything else you’d like to add to this for posterity? 

A: Well, September 11" will be a day that I’ll never forget. You know, it 
made me a different person to realize how precious life is and it gave me different aspects 
of how I see things now. And to all the families that lost members, my deepest regrets to 
them. 

Q: Okay, well I thank you for your interview. This interview concludes at 


8:15 AM. 


